KAI LUNG'S GOLDEN HOURS

so that he could have upheld my cause in any
extremity ? '

Without actually smiling, a form of enter-
tainment that was contrary to his strict vow, the
patriarchal anchorite moved his features some-
what at the youth's innocence.

i4 Do not forget that it is written, ' Though you
set a monkey on horseback yet will his hands and
feet remain hairy,'" he remarked. "The one whose
conduct we are discussing may be well aware of his
own deficiencies, and know that if he adopted such
a course a humiliating exposure would await him,
Do not have any fear for the future, however: thus
protected, this person is inspired to prophesy that
you will certainly take a high place in the exam-
inations. . . . Indeed," he added thoughtfully, " if
might be prudent to venture a string of cash upon
your lucky number."

With this auspicious leave-taking Tzu-lu dismissed
him, and Lao Ting returned to the city greatly
refreshed in spirit by the encounter. Instead of
retiring to his home he continued into the more
reputable ways beyond, it then being about the
hour at which the affixers of official notices were
wont to display their energies.

So it chanced indeed, but walking with his feet
off the ground, owing to the obliging solitary's
encouragement, Lao Ting forgot his usual caution,
and came suddenly into the midst of a band of
these men at an angle of the paths.

"Honourable greetings," he exclaimed, feeling
that if he passed them by unregarded his pur-
pose might be suspected. " Have you eaten your
rice ? **

"How is your warmth and cold?" they replied
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